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Adding and 
Subtracting Decimals 

Task Cards

Prep Work –
• Print task cards

• Laminate if you would like to use them multiple 
times

• Provide markers or dry erase markers.

Directions –
1. Students solve the addition or subtraction 

problems by coloring in and crossing off the 
base ten block.



Adding and Subtracting Decimals 
With Base Ten Blocks

Step by Step Directions: 

For subtraction: 

1. Begin by having the children color 
in the blocks that represent the 
number they will be subtracting 
from. In this example, we will be 
subtracting from .98. So nine 
longs are colored in, and eight 
cubes are colored in.

2. Next, I begin subtracting from my 
hundredths place. I need to 
subtract nine hundredths, but I 
do not have enough. So I will cross 
off one of my tenths, and then 
color in 10 hundredths. Now, I can 
cross off 9 hundredths.

3. Now, we subtract from the tenths 
place. I'm subtracting seven 
tenths, so I cross off seven longs. 

4. Finally, I figure out my answer. I 
have nine cubes (9 thousandths) 
and 1 long (1 tenth) so my answer 
is 0.19. 



2 . 1 9

+ 1 . 3 2

1 . 8 9

+ 0 . 5 4

2
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2 . 1 5

+ 2 . 3 2

1 . 4 3

+ 2 . 0 4

4

3



3 . 9 5

+ 0 . 8 9

1 . 9 6

+ 1 . 7 4

6

5



2 . 0 5

+ 0 . 9 9

0 . 9 7

+ 3 . 2 3

8

7



4 . 0 5

+ 0 . 1 7

1 . 4 7

+ 3 . 2 7

10

9



4 . 0 5

- 2 . 1 7

4 . 9 7

- 3 . 2 9

12

11



3 . 9 4

- 2 . 1 6

4 . 0 0

- 1 . 9 9

14

13



2 . 9 4

- 2 . 4 8

4 . 9 0

- 4 . 0 9

16

15



3 . 9 4

- 2 . 9 3

3 . 9 8

- 0 . 1 9

18

17



4 . 2 5

- 2 . 9 6

0 . 9 8

- 0 . 7 9

20

19



Answer Key

1. 3.51

2 2.43

3 4.47

4 3.47

5 4.84

6 3.70

7 3.04

8 4.2

9 4.22

10 4.74

11 1.88

12 1.68

13 1.78

14 2.01

15 .46

16 .81

17 1.01

18 3.79

19 1.29

20 .19
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